MULCH
SCOPE
This item shall consist of applying straw, hay or hydromulch on the specified areas as detailed in the Specifications and Drawings.

MATERIAL


Hay or straw mulch shall be air dry and reasonably light in color.  It shall not be musty, moldy, caked or otherwise of low quality.  The use of mulch that contains noxious weeds shall not be permitted.  The Inspector shall have the right to reject any or all straw or hay to be used.


Hydromulch shall consist of wood cellulose fiber.  It shall be processed in such a manner that it will contain no growth or germination inhibiting factors and shall be dyed green.  It shall be manufactured in such a manner that (1) after addition and agitation in slurry tanks with fertilizer, seed and water; the fibers in the material will become uniformly suspended to form a homogeneous slurry, and (2) the material, when hydraulically sprayed on the ground, will form a blotter‑like ground cover impregnated uniformly with seed, will allow the absorbtion of moisture, and will allow rainfall to percolate to the underlying soil.

PROCEDURE
The straw or hay mulch shall be applied by hand, if required, or by broadcast methods to a uniform thickness over freshly seeded areas.  The application rate for hay or straw shall be 2,000 pounds per acre.  The application rate for hydromulch shall be 1,500 pounds per acre.  On areas that are to receive erosion control blankets, hay or straw mulch will not be required.

The wood cellulose fiber shall be supplied in packages having a gross weight not to exceed 100 pounds.  Weight specifications of this material from suppliers, and for all applications, shall refer only to the air dry weight of the fiber material.  Air dry weight is based on the normal weight standard of the Technical Association of the Pulp and Paper Industry for Wood Cellulose and is considered equivalent to 10% moisture.  Each package of the cellulose fiber shall be marked by the manufacturer to show the air dry weight content.

MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT


Measurement for MULCH shall be to the nearest Ton, (based upon a unit weight of 40 pounds per bale) applied and accepted by the Agency.


Payment for MULCH shall be the result of the Unit Price entered on to Bid Schedule and the actual quantity applied and accepted by the Agency.  Payment shall constitute full compensation for all labor, materials, equipment and incidentals necessary to perform the work.

