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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM - NO. 01 -15 
 
TO:              All Licensed Operators 
 
FROM:           JAMES P. SKORUPA 
 
DATE: January 7, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Clarification/Guidance in the Use of Permanent Seismograph Installations 
 
The Department of Mines, Minerals, and Energy’s Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) is providing 
clarification and guidance for compliance with the requirements related to recordkeeping for blasting as 
required by the Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining under Sections 4VAC 25-40-810.16 and 
4VAC 25-40-810.17. 
 
Effective January 1, 2015, providing the following information will meet the requirements of these regulations: 
 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
TDD (800) 828-1120 --- Virginia Relay Center 



 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS, AND ENERGY 
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 

  
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-15 
 
 
REFERENCE: Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral Mining 
 
INQUIRY: Virginia Administrative Code sections 4VAC 25-40-810. 16 and 4VAC 25-40-810.17 require the 
operators of seismographs for the monitoring of a blast to provide specific information. Blasting industry 
representatives have asked DMM for clarification of the application of the above standards as they pertain to 
permanently installed seismographs for blast monitoring. 
 
REVIEW: The Division of Mineral Mining has reviewed the Safety and Health Regulations for Mineral 
Mining to determine the intent of the above sections. The sections assign regulatory requirements to a specific 
person who is responsible for the installation and operation of seismographs used to determine compliance with 
air overpressure and ground vibration standards, and to accurately indicate the location of seismographs used 
for blast monitoring and compliance. 
 
Division Directive: 
 
4 VAC 25 – 40 – 810.16  Virginia Administrative Code  
 
“The person taking the seismograph reading shall accurately indicate exact location of the seismograph, if used, 
and shall also show the distance of the seismograph from the blast.” 
 
Determination: 
 
When a permanently installed seismograph is used to provide proof of compliance with allowable ground 
vibration and air overpressure regulations, then the location of the permanent seismograph and the distance 
from the seismograph to the nearest point of the blast must be provided.  If the permanent seismograph location 
is more than 50 feet from the structure being monitored, then a separate location for the nearest portion of the 
structure to the blast must be provided.  
 
4 VAC 25 – 40 – 810-17.  
 
“Seismograph records, including seismograph readings, where required: 

a. Name and signature of person operating the seismograph; 
b. Name of person analyzing the seismograph record; and, 
c. Seismograph reading.” 

 
Determination 

 



 
 
 
 

 
Permanent seismographs do not have a person physically operating the seismograph. 
 
However, they are installed by an individual, removed for calibration, and reinstalled at least once each year.  
Therefore, that installer is effectively the “person operating” the seismograph. The requirements of 4VAC 25-
40-810.17(a) are met by: (1) providing the name of the person and company that installed the seismograph, and 
(2) providing the signature, name, and company affiliation of the person validating the authenticity of the 
seismic data collected and transmitted by the permanent unit.  This information should be attached to the blast 
record as soon as it is available, but in no instance later than 5 working days after the shot.  
 
If the seismograph record undergoes post-blast analysis by an individual, then the requirements of 4 VAC 25-
40-810.17(b) are applicable.  If there is no post-blast analysis of the seismograph record and the seismograph 
readings are only collected and attached to the blast record, then there is no requirement to provide the 
information listed under 4 VAC 25-40-810.17(b). 
 
Finally, there is a requirement under 4 VAC 25-40-810.17 to include “seismograph records, including 
seismograph readings”.  When multiple seismographs are used to collect ground response seismic data on a 
given blast, then the data from each seismograph that produced a seismic record during a given blast must be 
maintained and must be made available to DMM personnel upon request.   
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COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-10   
 
 
TO:  All Lisenced Mine Operators 
 
FROM: Conrad T. Spangler, III 
 
DATE: June 1, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Mineral Mine License Fee Increase 
 
The Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mineral Mining (DMM) through this 
communication memorandum hereby implements the following guideline concerning mineral mine license 
fees: 
 
The 2010 session of the Virginia General Assembly amended the Mine Safety Laws of Virginia to increase 
the mineral mine license application fee effective July 1, 2010. 
  
The cost is $400 annually for applications submitted in paper format.  You may pay a reduced lisence fee of 
$330 for applications submitted electronically via e-Forms Center. For mine sites engaged in mining sand or 
gravel on an area of five acres or less the lisence fee is $100 for paper, or $80 for those applications submitted 
electronically.  
 
To take advantage of the lower fees for electronic filing as well as electronic payment options, you may 
register to use the DMM e-Forms Center. Register for a User Id at 
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
TDD (800) 828-1120 --- Virginia Relay Center 

https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms


 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY    
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING   

            
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-10            July 1, 2010 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

REFERENCE:Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2009 Edition, amended 2010. 

§ 45.1-161.292:31. Fee to accompany application for license; fund; disposition of fees. Each 
application for a mineral mine license or a renewal or transfer of a license shall be submitted to 
the Department, accompanied by a fee, payable to the State Treasurer, in the amount of $400, 
except applications submitted electronically shall be accompanied by a fee of $330. However, 
any person engaged in mining sand or gravel on an area of five acres or less shall be required 
to pay a fee of $100, except applications submitted electronically shall be accompanied by a 
fee of $80. All such fees collected shall be retained by the Department and paid into the state 
treasury and shall constitute a fund under the control of the Director. Expenditures from this 
fund may be made by the Department for safety equipment, safety training, safety education or 
for any expenditure to further the safety program in the mineral mining industry. All 
expenditures from this fund must be approved by the Director.  

INQUIRY: The 2010 session of the Virginia General Assembly amended the Mine Safety Laws of 
Virginia to increase the mineral mine license application fee effective July 1, 2010. 

 
REVIEW: Both the Mineral Mine Safety Act and the Mineral Mine Reclamation Law require that permit/ 

licenses be renewed annually by the anniversary date. The cost is $400 annually for 
applications submitted in paper format.  You may pay a reduced license fee of $330 for 
applications submitted electronically via e-Forms Center. For mine sites engaged in mining 
sand or gravel on an area of five acres or less the license fee is $100 for paper, or $80 for those 
applications submitted electronically.  
 

DIVISION 
DIRECTIVE:DMM is offering a voluntary procedure whereby a mine operator may submit their renewal or 

apply for a new license electronically using our e-Forms Center in order to obtain the fee 
savings. You may obtain a user id and password at 
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms.  By filing the Permit/License Application, form 
DMM-170, electronically you are automatically eligible for the reduced fees as seen by 
“Calculate Fees” on page 7 of this electronic form. 
 
Mine operators not wishing to use the electronic filing option must renew their permits/licenses 
annually and file for new permit using the paper forms found on 
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmm/permittingforms.shtml. The reduced fee structure will not apply. 

 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+45.1-161.292C31
https://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmmeforms
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/dmm/permittingforms.shtml










 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY    
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING   

          
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 01-08          August 1, 2008 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REFERENCE:Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2003 Edition - Section 45.1-161.292:30. 

License required for operation of mineral mines; term. 
 

A. No person shall engage in the operation of any mineral mine within this 
Commonwealth without first obtaining a license from the Department. … 
Licenses shall be in such form as the Director may prescribe. … 

 
B. Licenses shall be valid for a period of one year following the date of 
issuance, and shall be renewed on their anniversary date. 

 
Mineral Mine Reclamation Laws of Virginia 2003 Edition Section 45.1-181. 
Permit required; fee; renewal fee; application; furnishing copy of map, etc., to 
landowner; approval by Department.  
 

…A permit shall be obtained prior to the start of any mining operation. If 
within 10 days of the anniversary date of the permit the Director, after 
inspection, is satisfied that the operation is proceeding according to the 
plan submitted to and approved by him, then the Director shall renew the 
permit upon payment of a renewal fee by the operator of $16 per acre for 
land to be affected by the total operation in the next ensuing year. … 

 
INQUIRY: Under current mine permit/license renewal requirements mine operators must 

complete renewal paperwork, and pay all bonds and fees annually, prior to the 
expiration of the permit/license. Mine operators have inquired as to whether 
DMM could allow permit/licenses to be renewed every two years since many 
mines have no changes to the acreage affected by the operations. 

 
REVIEW: Both the Mineral Mine Safety Act and the Mineral Mine Reclamation Law 

require that permit/ licenses be renewed annually by the anniversary date. In 
addition, both laws prescribe that the renewals be in such form as prescribed by 
the Director. 

 
Mine permits must be inspected by the Division, prior to the renewal of the 
permit.  
 



 
 
 
 

Upon becoming a member of the Minerals Reclamation Fund, operators must 
make an annual payment to the Fund based on the number acres estimated to be 
affected during the ensuing year. 
 

DIVISION 
DIRECTIVE:DMM is offering a voluntary procedure whereby a mine operator could submit 

the bond, fees, and regulatory information to cover a two-year renewal period 
while complying with the regulatory requirement for annual permit/license 
renewal. 

 
 The procedure would require operators to comply with the following: 
 

 Licensed operators must maintain their permit using the DMM e-Forms 
Center, http://webdbbsg/dmmeforms/,  and make bond and fee payments 
electronically. 

 Upon notification of impending permit/ license expiration (90 days prior), 
operators would access the DMM e-forms system and select the two-year 
renewal option on the DMM170 Renewal form. The operator would 
complete the necessary information, including an estimation of the acres 
to be affected by the operation in the next two years. The renewal 
application would then be submitted for review and approval.  

 DMM personnel will review the application, including making the 
required field inspection of the mine. Upon approval of the renewal, the 
operator will be required to pay the license, bond and fees calculated for 
his affected acreage, for the next two years. 

 The mid-term (at the first anniversary date after renewing for two years) 
renewal of the permit/license would be done automatically by DMM, 
including the required field inspection, without the operator having to take 
any further action.  

 If during the course of the two-year renewal period an operator affects 
additional acreage, not covered by the approved renewal, the operator will 
be required to amend his permit to show the additional acreage on the 
DMM170 Amendment form and pay any additional bond and renewal 
fees, as necessary.  If acreage is to be released from the bond or the permit 
within the first year of the two-year renewal period, applicable pre-paid 
fees for will be refunded for the second year only.   

 Ninety days prior to the end of the two-year renewal period, the operator 
will again be notified of the permit anniversary and may elect to continue 
the two-year option.  

 
Mine operators not wishing to use the two-year renewal option may continue to renew 
their permits/licenses annually following the present procedure.  

 

http://webdbbsg/dmmeforms/


 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY 
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING   

          
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 02-08          August 1, 2008 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REFERENCE:Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2003 Edition - Section 45.1-161.292:2. 

Definitions. 
  

"Independent contractor" means any person that contracts to perform 
services or construction at a mine. 

 
Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2003 Edition - Section 45.1-
161.292:32.A.3. Application for license.  

 
No application for a mine license or a renewal shall be complete unless it 
contains information about each independent contractor working at the 
mine: (i) the independent contractor's trade name, business address and 
business telephone number; (ii) a description of the nature of the work to 
be performed by the independent contractor and where at the mine the 
work is to be performed; (iii) the independent contractor's MSHA 
identification number, if any; (iv) the independent contractor's address of 
record for service of citations and other documents; (v) the names and 
addresses of persons with overall responsibility for operating decisions; 
and (vi) the names and addresses of persons with overall responsibility for 
the health and safety of employees. 

 
Mineral Mine Safety Laws of Virginia 2003 Edition - Section 45.1-161.292:32.C. 
Application for license.  

 
Within thirty days after the occurrence of any change in the information 
required by subsection A, the licensed operator shall notify the 
Department, in writing, of such change.  

 
INQUIRY: Presently licensed mine operators report all contractors that they believe may 

work at their mine during the current year at the time the mine license is renewed 
each year.   The operator is also responsible for reporting any additional 
contractor working at their mine within thirty days of any change in this 
information. Mineral mine operators have inquired as to whether the procedure 
could be modified to allow the year-end reporting of contractors that actually 
worked at the mine, instead of a projected list at renewal time. This would 
improve the accuracy of the contractor lists.  Also, contractors who did not work 



 
 
 
 

on a mine site during the calendar year would not be contacted by DMM for hours 
and wages on a permit they had not worked on. 

 
REVIEW: Currently, contractor reporting procedures have caused operators to speculate as 

to which  contractors may work at their mines during the course of the year.  
Frequently, these contractors do not end up working at the mine.  Often the 
contractors do not know which permits have listed them as working on their mine 
sites.  Even if they do not have reportable hours and wages, contractors may 
potentially be listed as delinquent for their reporting requirement, which can result 
in violations and closure orders being issued by DMM against the contractor.   

 
The law requires that information on all independent contractors be reported. 
 
A mine license application or renewal is incomplete and cannot be issued unless 
all contractor information is provided. 
 
An application for a mine license shall be submitted by the person who will be the 
licensed operator of the mine. Contractor information is an integral part of the 
mine license application or license renewal application. 
 
Changes in the license information as specified in Section 45.1-161.292.32.A, 
must be reported to DMM in writing by the licensed operator within 30 days of 
the change.  Contractor information is included in 45.1-161.292.32.A. 

 
DIVISION 
DIRECTIVE:DMM is offering an electronic Annual Permit Contractor Reporting option, 

whereby a licensed mine operator can comply with the contractor reporting 
requirement by maintaining an up-to-date contractor list at the mine site, and 
submitting an Annual Permit Contractor Report between December 1st and 
December 15th through the DMM e-Forms Center. 

 
 The optional electronic Annual Contractor Reporting procedure requires licensed 

operators to comply with the following: 
 

 Licensed operators must maintain their permit using the DMM e-Forms 
Center. 

 All contractor reporting for the calendar year must be completed between 
December 1st and December 15th of each year. 

 Licensed mine operators are responsible for maintaining an up-to-date list 
of all contractors working at their mines, including all information 
required by Virginia mine laws and regulations, at each mine site.  Such 
records must be available for review by DMM personnel at any time 
during the year.  

 Licensed operators are responsible for validating that each contractor 
working at their mine has a DMM Contractor ID number and is in good 
standing.  A list of blocked contractors is available thru the e-Forms 



 
 
 
 

Center.  A list of Active Contractors is available on the website: 
http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/DMM 

 Licensed operators are required to inform DMM of their intention to select 
the annual electronic reporting option by indicating such on their mine 
license renewal in the e-Forms Center. 

 The ability of licensed operators to participate in the electronic Annual 
Contractor Reporting option is at the discretion of DMM, and may be 
rescinded if the operator fails to maintain the contractor list at the mine 
site or does not submit the annual report between December 1st and 
December 15th. 

 The annual report should reflect all contractors who have worked on the 
mine site for the current calendar year and project those that might come 
on the site for the balance of the year. 

 Any enforcement action necessary to secure the required contractor 
information will be taken by DMM as deemed appropriate. 

 
 

http://www.dmme.virginia.gov/DMM






































 
 
DEPARTMENT OF MINES, MINERALS AND ENERGY 
DIVISION OF MINERAL MINING 
 
COMMUNICATION MEMORANDUM NO. 1-98 
 
 
 
REFERENCE: 4 VAC 25-40-50—Duties of Mine Operators: 
 

Reporting of accidents and injuries by the operator: 
 

1. Report any accident involving serious personal injury or death to any person on mine 
property.  The report shall be made to the division by the quickest available means, 
and the scene of the accident shall not be disturbed until the division conducts an 
investigation.  For accidents where the injured person is transported to a hospital, but 
confinement is not expected, the operator may either preserve the scene, or collect 
relevant physical data and photographs as specified by the division.  The division 
shall be notified immediately upon learning that the injured person has been admitted 
to the hospital for medical treatment.  Head injuries that result in loss of 
consciousness at the site shall be reported immediately. 

2. Keep on file a report of all accidents and occupational injuries occurring on the mine 
property for review by the division mine inspector.  Such records shall be kept for 
five years. 

 
INQUIRY: What specific physical data should be collected by the operator to comply with 4 VAC 

25-40-50? 
 
REVIEW: The Safety & Health Regulations for Mineral Mining, 1998 allow the mine 

operator to continue operating in an area where an accident has occurred if the 
accident was not fatal or is not anticipated to be classified as a "serious personal 
injury" as defined in the Virginia Mineral Mine Safety Act.  In such cases, the 
operator assumes the responsibility to collect physical evidence and photographs 
in case the accident later results in a fatality or a serious personal injury. 

 
INQUIRY 
RESPONSE: In order to comply with Regulation 4 VAC 25-40-50, the operator or his agent is to 

collect the following information regarding an accident where hospitalization is not 
anticipated and the Division of Mineral Mining is not contacted.  If the operator or his 
agent cannot collect this information, then he must contact the Division of Mineral 
Mining by the quickest available means to determine what relevant data and photos are to 
be collected. 

 
• The date and time of the accident; 

• The name, address, and telephone number of the injured person; 

• Polaroid or 35 mm pictures of the accident site and equipment involved.  Pictures 
should be documented with date, time name or photographer, and brief description of 
the photo taken; 

• Any physical evidence which may be relevant to the accident; 

• Identification of any equipment involved in the accident, including serial and model 
numbers, maintenance & inspection records; 



• Accurate measurement of the accident scene and a scale drawing where such 
documentation would assist in the evaluation of the accident; 

• Documentation that equipment or machinery involved in the accident has been 
reinspected after the accident by a competent person and documented by the certified 
foreman before being put back into service; 

• List of witnesses with addresses and telephone numbers; and 

• Name, address and telephone number of the employer if other than the licensed mine 
operator. 
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